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APHIS Lacey Act Data Collection

• Brief Overview of the Lacey Act

• Lacey Act Data Collection

• LAWGS 

• Lacey Act and ACE
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The 2008 Lacey Act Amendments

• Legality Requirement

– All plants and plant products imported into the United States must be 

legally harvested, sold, transported, etc.

• Declaration Requirement

– Plants and plant products found on the “Schedule of Enforcement” 

must submit a Lacey Act Plant and Plant Product Declaration Form 

(PPQ Form 505) upon importation into the United States.

• Declarations are only required for Formal Customs Entries.
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Filing the Lacey Act Declaration

• Automated Broker Interface (ABI) Filing

• Lacey Act PPQ Form 505 Paper Filing

• Lacey Act Web Governance System (LAWGS) Filing
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Filing the Lacey Act Declaration

• ABI Filing

– Electronic Filing through U.S. Customs and Border Protection

• Specific software communications parameters as per the 

CATAIR

– Available since May 2009

– Majority of Lacey Act Submissions
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Filing the Lacey Act Declaration

• Paper Filing
– Importer prints two copies of the PPQ Form 505. 

• One goes with the shipment documentation for the product 

• Original is mailed to APHIS

• LAWGS Filing
– New Electronic System designed to reduce the amount of paper submissions

– End-Point Analysis and review system for incoming Declarations.
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LAWGS Features for Paper Filers

• Only for Submitting the Lacey Act Declaration

• Not Mandatory – ABI users to continue using ABI

• Secure Electronic Web Portal accessible anywhere

• Submit Lacey Act Declaration PPQ Form 505 Instantly

• Step-by-Step Guidance

• Dropdown fields to simplify the declaration process

• Templates
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Species Information Page

Species and SUD Selected 
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Lacey Act and ACE

• ABI - Preferred Submission System

• Ongoing APHIS-CBP collaboration

• Message set completed

• CATAIR guidance and samples completed

• LAWGS - APHIS portal for analysis and review
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LAWGS Features for APHIS HQ

• Document Review and Compliance

• Communication with Filers

• Analysis and Reporting
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APHIS HQ LAWGS Interface
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Please refer Lacey Act inquiries to:

lacey.act.declaration@aphis.usda.gov


